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Executive Summary
The purpose of the Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2001 (ODA) is to improve opportunities
for people with disabilities and to provide for their involvement in the identification, removal
and prevention of barriers to their full participation in the life of the Province. The
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA) set various standards and
deadlines to increase accessibility by 2025. Under the AODA, the Integrated Accessibility
Standard Regulation (IASR) mandated that each municipality prepare a multi-year
Accessibility Plan.
This plan was prepared by the Accessibility Working Group (AWG). The plan describes the
measures the municipality has taken in the past and the measures the municipality will take
in the next few years to identify, remove and prevent barriers to persons with disabilities.
The plan focuses on municipal facilities and services with a view to improving access for
the public and employees of the Corporation of the Municipality of Greenstone.
The municipality has undertaken several initiatives to reduce physical barriers in the
community including reviewing/remedying the availability of “Designated Disabled” parking
spaces, power assisted door mechanisms and access ramps. The municipality will
continue to pursue additional door mechanisms for other facilities, reduction of accessibility
barriers in the construction of new infrastructure, and inclusion of consideration toward
disability barriers in development of municipal policy and regulations.
The AWG identified various barriers to persons with disability throughout the development
of this plan. The AWG recommends the consistent review and identification of barriers
denying access to persons with disabilities within the municipal environment with a view to
reducing barriers where possible.
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1.

Aim
The aim of this plan is to describe the measures that the Municipality of Greenstone
has taken in the past and will take in the future to identify, remove, and prevent
barriers to people with disabilities, including staff and the community at large
(including Public Use and Municipal Use Facilities).

2.

Objectives
The Objective of this Plan is to:
(a)
(b)
(c)

(d)

(e)
(f)

3.

Describe the process by which the municipality will identify, remove and
prevent barriers to persons with disabilities.
Review earlier efforts to remove and prevent barriers to people with
disabilities.
List the facilities (Public Use and Municipal Use as indicated on Schedule ‘A’),
policies, programs, practices and services that the municipality will review in
the coming year to identify barriers for people with disabilities.
Complete an Accessibility Audit of all Public Use and Municipal Use Facilities
in all Wards in the Municipality of Greenstone by December 31, 2014 using
the Accessibility Checklist (Schedule ‘B’).
Describe the measures the municipality will take to identify, prevent and
remove barriers to persons with disability.
Describe how the municipality will make this Accessibility Plan available to the
public.

Description of the Municipality of Greenstone
Our Municipal departments provide reliable, high quality services to Greenstone and
its residents. We work hard to maintain a superior quality of life for our residents,
providing a high standard of accessible services. This plan is a commitment from
Mayor and Council and provides a roadmap that Council and Administration can
build on together, in partnership with the community, to ensure a progressive future
for our Municipality.
The Municipality owns and/or operates a number of facilities including: parks,
playgrounds, campgrounds, baseball fields, skateboard park, recreation centres
(arena, curling club), swimming pool, libraries, seniors’ clubs, fire stations, Visitor
Information Centres, Sewer & Water treatment plants and airports.

4.

Accessibility Working Group
The accessibility working group was approved by Council in December 2013 and
consists of the following members:
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The Clerk, the Manager of Human Resources, the Director of Community Services,
the Deputy CAO / Director of Corporate Services, the Director of Public Services, the
Manager of Facilities & Parks and the CEO, Greenstone Public Library.
5.

Former Initiatives – Barrier Removal (to date)
The municipality remains proactive in the initiatives taken to remove accessibility
barriers within the community. Examples of former initiatives include:





Installation of power assisted doors
Implementation of designated disabled parking spaces;
Installation of a lift device to access the swimming pool;
Construction of a viewing platforms at the Geraldton and Longlac arenas for
those using wheelchairs to enable them to see the ice surface.

A full list of historical accessibility upgrades that have been completed since 2008
within the Municipality of Greenstone can be found on Schedule ‘C’ attached.
6.

Informal Site Audits (Municipally Owned Buildings)
Municipal staff and the AWG will conduct informal site audits of the municipality’s
services, policies and legislation for the purpose of identifying barriers that may
impose restrictions to persons with a disability.

7.

Barrier Identification Methodologies
In order to identify barriers in municipally owned facilities, the AWG will ensure that a
minimum of two members conduct a tour of municipal facilities on an annual basis in
order to identify accessibility issues. These matters will be discussed with
appropriate facility managers and/or department heads to determine how these
matters may be addressed. Issues can be raised by the public through the use of
the ‘Feedback Form’ attached to our Accessibility Standards Policy (13-XX).
All issues identified will be addressed on a priority basis keeping in mind the budget
restraints and feasibility.

8.

Priority Barriers to be Addressed
Priorities are outlined on Schedule ‘D’ attached. The focus will be to ensure the
Municipality meets its obligations to comply with the IASR (general requirements,
information and communication, employment, transportation) and continued
compliance with the Customer Service Regulation.

9.

Plan Evaluation – Progress Monitoring
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The Municipality of Greenstone and the AWG is committed to maintaining a
comprehensive and up-to-date Accessibility Plan. The multi-year plan will be
presented to Council for approval once each term. It will be monitored by the AWG
and an annual progress report provided to Council.
11.

Communication of the Plan
A progress report will be presented to Council on an annual basis. The Accessibility
Plan and the most recent annual progress report will be available for viewing at the
Administration Office, Ward Offices and libraries upon request. The plan can be
made available in an accessible format. The plan will be posted on the Municipal
web site at www.greenstone.ca.

For more information regarding the Accessibility Plan, please contact the Clerk or the
Director of Community Services.
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Schedule ‘A’

MUNICIPALITY OF GREENSTONE
MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY PLAN
BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Facility Index
Ward
Beardmore
Beardmore
Beardmore
Beardmore
Beardmore
Beardmore
Beardmore
Caramat
Caramat
Caramat
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Ward
Geraldton

Facility Description
Multi-Purpose Building – Municipal Office-Library-Health Clinic
Post Office – Lease building to Canada Post
Complex
Combination Fire Hall and Public Works Garage
Poplar Lodge Park Office and Public Washrooms
Ambulance Base – Lease to the city of Thunder Bay EMS
OCWA Water Treatment Plant
Community Center
Fire Hall
OCWA Water Treatment Plant
Municipal Office – Rent building from Relin Leasing
Public Works Garage
Family Resource Center
Recreation Center
Daycare
Evacuation Storage Facility
Fire Hall
Interpretive Center
OCWA Water Treatment Plant
OCWA Waste Water Treatment Plant
Facility Description
Airport Terminal Building

Usage
Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Public use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Public use
Municipal Use Only

Public use
Public use
Public use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Public use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Usage
Public Use
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Municipal Use Only

Geraldton
Geraldton
Geraldton
Jellicoe
Jellicoe

Airport Garage
Water Front Public Washrooms
Library
Community Center
Fire Hall

Longlac

Combination Public Works Garage (Municipal Use Only) and Municipal Office

Public Use

Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Longlac
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Nakina
Ward
Nakina

Sportsplex
Fire Hall
Daycare
Town House #1- Lease to Norwest Community Health Centers
Town House #2 – Lease to Norwest Community Health Centers
Lakeside Center Weight Room
Seniors Center
Ambulance Base – Lease to the city of Thunder Bay EMS
Tourist Information Center
Riverview Park Public Washrooms
OCWA Water Treatment Plant
OCWA Waste Water Treatment Plant
Library
Historical Center
Recreation Center
Combination Health Clinic (Public Use) and Ambulance Base (Lease)
Combination Public Works Garage and Municipal Office
Airport Terminal
Airport Garage
Old Train Station Heritage Facility (Rental Unit)
Cordingly Lake Park Public Washrooms
Fire Hall
Facility Description
OCWA Water Treatment Plant

Public Use

Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only

Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only
Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only

Public Use
Public Use
Municipal Use Only

Usage
Municipal Use Only
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Nakina
Nakina

OCWA Waste Water Treatment Plant
Daycare

Municipal Use Only

Public Use
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Schedule ‘C’

MUNICIPALITY OF GREENSTONE
MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY PLAN

BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Historical Accessibility Upgrades
2008
-Two campsites at Poplar Lodge Park in the Beardmore Ward were
designated for handicap use only. These two campsites are located
nearest the office and public bathroom and shower facility which are
handicap accessible.
-Two automatic push button door operators were installed at the
Geraldton Complex and the Longlac Sportsplex.
-The Geraldton Interpretive Center was equipped with a push
button automatic door operator.
2009
-The Beardmore Complex was equipped with two automatic push
button door operators along with a concrete exterior access ramp.
-The access to the seniors center in Longlac was enhanced with a
concrete ramp, railing and two automated push button door operators.
-Two automated door operators were installed in the main entrance
to the Airport Terminal in Nakina.
2010
-The Nakina Municipal Office reception area was slightly modified to
add a lowered reception counter. Also two automated electric door
operators were installed.
-Two automated electric door operators were installed at the Post Office
in Beardmore.
- A steel ramp along with two automated door operators were installed
at the main entrance to the Nakina Recreation Center.
-Two automated door operators were installed in the main entrance to
the airport terminal building in Geraldton.
-Handicap parking signs along with a main entrance concrete access
ramp were added to the Longlac Tourist Information Center. An
automatic door operator was installed to the main entrance door.
2011
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-Modifications to the Municipal Office in Longlac include a newly
constructed totally handicap accessible washroom, a lowered section
at the reception counter, two automated main entrance door operators
and a concrete exterior access ramp with handicap parking signs.
-Push button, automated door operators were installed at the Health
Clinic in Nakina and the Library in Longlac.
-An access ramp, elevated viewing platform and railing was installed
in the Geraldton Complex to allow people in wheelchairs to view any
activities on the ice surface.
2012
-New electric push button door operators were install at the old Train
Station (heritage building) in Nakina, the Daycare in Nakina and also
the Daycare in Geraldton.
-The entrance to the Daycare in Longlac was enlarged with the addition
of a new 36” door and electric door operator. The exterior access to the
doorway was slightly ramped to enhance accessibility.
2013
-An access ramp, elevated viewing platform and railing was installed
in the Longlac Sportsplex to allow people in wheelchairs to view any
activities on the ice surface. Additional wooden railings were added in
the stands enabling easier access.

Gaetan Goulet
Manager of Facilities and Parks
Municipality of Greenstone

Schedule ‘D’

MUNICIPALITY OF GREENSTONE
MUNICIPAL ACCESSIBILITY PLAN

BUILT ENVIRONMENT
Multi-Year Plan
2014
-Conduct an accessibility audit for all the Public Use facilities within
the Municipality of Greenstone as identified in the Facility Index.
-We would like to modify the interior entrance to the Geraldton Curling
Club lounge to remove any barriers for disabled people. Modifications
would include relocating and enlarging the doorway, adding a ramp
with railing, installing two electric operators for the exterior and new
interior door and properly sloping the exterior entranceway.
-We would like to install an interior access ramp into the lower viewing
area in the Longlac Curling Club. This would also allow people with
disabilities to access the Curling Club washrooms.
2015
-An access ramp an elevated viewing platform with railing will be
installed in the Beardmore Complex and Nakina Complex to allow
people in wheelchairs to view any activities on the ice surface.
2016
-The accessibility audits conducted in 2014 will be analyzed and used
to revise our accessibility plan to further remove any barriers for
people with disabilities.

Gaetan Goulet
Manager of Facilities and Parks
Municipality of Greenstone

